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CheYanghagn Landscape Watsamdol o
Hsi aRgt urn

1970

1994

1970

1970

Chen Yang-chun is a watercolor painter who emerged in the painting
world in the early 1970s. Since his early days, he has specialized in rural areas,
traditional temples, folk life and other themes, as well as blended Western

watercolor and Eastern ink techniques, and h as been widely loved and
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respected by the Taiwanese public, hence given thetitle of “ Hsiangtu (local)
watercolor painter ” . In 1994, he was invited to give lectures in Tennessee,
USA, and held a solo exhibition at the Oak Ridge Art Center in Tennessee.
Since then, he had traveled to three oceans and five continents, bringing his
watercolor paintings with strong local folk customs to the world. He tour ed
exhibitions and g ave lectures in major cities around the world, playing the
role of a “ cultural ambassador ” who showcases Taiwan’ s values through
art.

This article mainly discusses Chen Yang -chun, who determined to
become a professional painter in the early 1970s, when Taiwan ' s art market
was not yet mature, and took Taiwan ' s customs as the main theme of his
watercolor creations; the temporal and spatial background factors that
made his works so popular among emerging collectors at the time. In
addition, this article will also look back and reflect on why the Taiwan ese
image ry outlined in Chen Yang -chun’ s Hsi/angtu watercolor paintings is
still so popular among Overseas Taiwanese community, academia and

foreigners when Hsiangtu art has declined in Taiwan in the late 1970s.

Key words: Chen Yang -chun, Hsiangtu return, Eastern watercolor, art audience,

Taiwanese imagery
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