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The House Built on Sand:
The Traveling Exhibition of the IndependentArt Association and
Surrealistic Art in Taiwan in the 1930s

ChiaChiu Tsai"
Abstract

The development ahesurrealistic artnovemenin East Asias little acknowledged and
woefully underexplored in Taiwatompared to theesearch done on this issuelapanKorea
and ChinaThis paper analyzes theaveling exhibition ofthe Independerrt Association in
Taiwan in the 1930s, and expounds on the meanirtgofrtovement, which should kBeenas
a stepiowardsthe acceptance of surrealism in East Asia during the 1930s.

The paper will then present sornethe response$rom artists in Taiwarstimulated by
this exhibition, as well as their creative workheTinexpected and absurd naturdhadir works
-- whetherthey becollages showcasg the mechanical worldmages of destroyed space
empty streetspr seashells to expresemething othe negative emotional impact of modern
life -- enrich the varietpf Tawanese art. However, likahouse built on sand, their fantias
endeavorsoondisintegratedleaving little behind after the 1940s.

Keywords:

the IndependenArt Association, the Avangarde Western Painting Associati@yrrealism,
Surrealistic Art

" The author is currently AssistaRrofessor in the Graduate Institute of Art History, National Taiwan Normal
University. Email: u6103026@ntnu.edu.tw.
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